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AN APPEAL 



During the night of November 27 fire completely destroyed 
McCoy Hall, formerly the Administration Building of Johns 
Hopkins University, and immediately occupied by the Fed- 
erated Charity Organization of the City of Baltimore, and 
certain departments of the School of Hygiene and Public 
Health of Johns Hopkins University. About three weeks ago 
the writer moved his department, that of Biometry and Vital 
Statistics in the School of Hygiene, into McCoy Hall, occupy- 
ing the whole of the second floor of that building. On Thanks- 
giving Eve the writer had completed the removal to this build- 
ing of all of his private scientific library comprising roughly 
some fifteen thousand reprints and pamphlets. In the fields 
of biometry and genetics this library was in some respects 
unique owing to the fact that the writer began his activities in 
the field of biometry nearly twenty years ago when that branch 
of biological science was just getting under way, and conse- 
quently there was a completeness to the collection in that 
field which makes its total loss a catastrophe of overwhelming 
significance to the writer's scientific work. 

In addition, all the accumulated unpublished records of the 
writer's work for the past twenty years were completely 
destroyed. This included the records of his work in the 
genetics of poultry for ten years at the Maine Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 

This second loss is, of course, wholly irremediable. The 
purpose of this note is to appeal to workers in the fields of 
genetics, biometry, and vital statistics, to help in remedying 
the first loss insofar as it can be remedied by sending to the 
writer duplicates of such of their reprints as they may have 
available and which they were kind enough to send him before. 
Any help in this direction will be deeply appreciated. 

Raymond Pearl. 



